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gives me no title to dogmatize on an aspect of Indian life which is a puzzle to the oldest resident, yet certain impressions gleaned from many talks with Indians as well as Englishmen may be set down for what they are worth. I have just been reading to a very intelligent young Indian gentleman a passage from an essay by Meredith Towns-end in which the rule of Great Britain in India, the rule of three hundred millions of people by a handful of aliens, is described as a " miracle.5* He will not hear of that word, and he is even more impatient of the suggestion that British rule rests on the sword. British rule, he insists, endures and is secure in India because on the whole it does for the people of India what they want done, and for no other reason whatever. There is no European nation which could govern India on any other terms. The idea that three hundred millions of people, who know how to kill